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1 As a condition of Medicare Part A pay-
ment for home health services furnished be-
fore July 1981, the physician was also re-
quired to certify that the services were need-
ed for a condition for which the individual
had received inpatient hosptial or SNF serv-
ices.

§ 424.22 Requirements for home health
services.

Medicare Part A or Part B pays for
home health services only if a physi-
cian certifies and recertifies the con-
tent specified in paragraphs (a)(1) and
(b)(2) of this section, as appropriate.

(a) Certification—(1) Content of certifi-
cation. As a condition for payment of
home health services under Medicare
Part A or Medicare Part B, a physician
must certify as follows:

(i) The individual needs or needed
intermittent skilled nursing care, or
physical or speech therapy, or (for the
period from July through November 30,
1981) occupational therapy.

(ii) Home health services were re-
quired because the individual was con-
fined to the home except when receiv-
ing outpatient services.

(iii) A plan for furnishing the services
has been established and is periodically
reviewed by a physician who is a doctor
of medicine, osteopathy, or podiatric
medicine, and who is not precluded
from performing this function under
paragraph (d) of this section. (A doctor
of podiatric medicine may perform
only plan of treatment functions that
are consistent with the functions he or
she is authorized to perform under
State law.)

(iv) The services were furnished while
the individual was under the care of a
physician who is a doctor of medicine,
osteopathy, or podiatric medicine.1

(2) Timing and signature. The certifi-
cation of need for home health services
must be obtained at the time the plan
of treatment is established or as soon
thereafter as possible and must be
signed by the physician who estab-
lishes the plan.

(b) Recertification. (1) Timing and sig-
nature of recertification. Recertification
is required at least every 60 days, pref-
erably at the time the plan is reviewed,
and must be signed by the physician
who reviews the plan of care. The re-
certification is required at least every
60 days when there is a—

(i) Beneficiary elected transfer; or
(ii) Discharge and return to the same

HHA during the 60-day episode.
(2) Content and basis of recertification.

The recertification statement must in-
dicate the continuing need for services
and estimate how much longer the
services will be required. Need for oc-
cupational therapy may be the basis
for continuing services that were initi-
ated because the individual needed
skilled nursing care or physical or
speech therapy.

(c) [Reserved]
(d) Limitations on the performance of

certification and plan of treatment func-
tions. (1) Basic rule. Beginning Novem-
ber 26, 1982, and except as provided in
paragraph (e) of this section, need for
home health services to be provided by
an HHA may not be certified or recer-
tified, and a plan of treatment may not
be established and reviewed, by any
physician who has a significant owner-
ship interest in, or a significant finan-
cial or contractual relationship with,
that HHA.

(2) Significant ownership interest. A
physician is considered to have a sig-
nificant ownership interest in an HHA
if he or she—

(i) Has a direct or indirect ownership
interest of 5 percent or more in the
capital, the stock, or the profits of the
home health agency; or

(ii) Has an ownership interest of 5
percent or more in any mortgage, deed
of trust, note, or other obligation that
is secured by the agency, if that inter-
est equals 5 percent or more of the
agency’s assets.

(3) Significant financial or contractual
relationship. Beginning November 26,
1982, a physician is considered to have
a significant financial or contractual
relationship with an HHA if he or she—

(i) Receives any compensation as an
officer or director of the HHA; or

(ii) Has direct or indirect business
transactions with the HHA that, in any
fiscal year, amount to more than
$25,000 or 5 percent of the agency’s
total operating expenses, whichever is
less. Business transactions means con-
tracts, agreements, purchase orders, or
leases to obtain services, supplies,
equipment, and space and, after August
29, 1986, salaried employment.
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(4) Exemption of uncompensated officer
or director. A physician who serves as
an uncompensated officer or director of
an HHA is not precluded from per-
forming physician certification and
plan of treatment functions for that
HHA.

(e) Exceptions to limitations. (1) Excep-
tions for governmental entities. The limi-
tations of paragraph (d) of this section
do not apply to an HHA that is oper-
ated by a Federal, State, or local gov-
ernmental authority.

(2) Exception for sole community HHAs.
The limitations of paragraph (d) of this
section do not apply on or after the
date on which the HHA is classified as
a sole community HHA in accordance
with paragraphs (f) and (g) of this sec-
tion.

(f) Procedures for classification as a sole
community HHA. (1) The HHA must sub-
mit to its intermediary a request for
classification, showing that it meets
the conditions of paragraph (g) of this
section.

(2) The intermediary reviews the re-
quest and sends the request, with its
recommendations, to HCFA.

(3) HCFA reviews the request and the
intermediary’s recommendation and
forwards its approval or disapproval to
the intermediary

(4) An approved classification as sole
community HHA remains in effect
without need for reapproval unless
there is a change in the circumstances
under which the classification was ap-
proved.

(g) Basis for classification as a sole
community HHA. HCFA approves a clas-
sification as a sole community HHA
only if the HHA designates a particular
area and shows that no other HHA pro-
vides services within that area.

[53 FR 6638, Mar. 2, 1988; 53 FR 12945, Apr. 20,
1988; 56 FR 8845, Mar. 1, 1991, as amended at
65 FR 41211, July 3, 2000]

§ 424.24 Requirements for medical and
other health services furnished by
providers under Medicare Part B.

(a) Exempted services. Certification is
not required for the following: (1) Hos-
pital services and supplies incident to
physicians’ services furnished to out-
patients. The exemption applies to
drugs and biologicals that cannot be
self-administered, but not to partial

hospitalization services, as set forth in
paragraph (e) of this section.

(2) Outpatient hospital diagnostic
services, including necessary drugs and
biologicals, ordinarily furnished or ar-
ranged for by a hospital for the purpose
of diagnostic study.

(b) General rule. Medicare Part B pays
for medical and other health services
furnished by providers (and not ex-
empted under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion) only if a physician certifies the
content specified in paragraph (c)(1),
(c)(4) or (e)(1) of this section, as appro-
priate.

(c) Outpatient physical therapy and
speech-language pathology services—(1)
Content of certification. (i) The indi-
vidual needs, or needed, physical ther-
apy or speech pathology services.

(ii) The services were furnished while
the individual was under the care of a
physician, nurse practitioner, clinical
nurse specialist, or physician assistant.

(iii) The services were furnished
under a plan of treatment that meets
the requirements of § 410.61 of this
chapter.

(2) Timing. The certification state-
ment must be obtained at the time the
plan of treatment is established, or as
soon thereafter as possible.

(3) Signature. (i) If the plan of treat-
ment is established by a physician,
nurse practitioner, clinical nurse spe-
cialist, or physician assistant, the cer-
tification must be signed by that phy-
sician or nonphysician practitioner.

(ii) If the plan of treatment is estab-
lished by a physical therapist or
speech-language pathologist, the cer-
tification must be signed by a physi-
cian or by a nurse practitioner, clinical
nurse specialist, or physician assistant
who has knowledge of the case.

(4) Recertification—(i) Timing. Recer-
tification statements are required at
least every 30 days and must be signed
by the physician, nurse practitioner,
clinical nurse specialist, or physician
assistant who reviews the plan of treat-
ment.

(ii) Content. The recertification state-
ment must indicate the continuing
need for physical therapy or speech-
language pathology services and an es-
timate of how much longer the services
will be needed.
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